
“Don’t Bury Your Money in the Front Yard”  
 

Last Sunday I preached on the parable of the talents. You know the story: A rich man entrusts 
large sums of capital to three of his best financial managers. The first two managers take the capi-
tal they have been entrusted with and double it. The third manager however buries his in the 
ground until the master returns. In the end the master blesses, promotes, and feasts with the two 
servants who multiplied his wealth. On the other hand, the master takes the capital from the one 
who refused to use it and gives it to the most productive manager. After the church service ended, 
a couple of people asked me how this parable relates to all the recent investment losses they have 
just experienced. I thought their question was timely. 

 
To be honest, the parable of the talents is structured with only two options—either invest or bury. 
There is no third option that either eliminates risk from the first option or brings productivity to the 
second. The parable says there are just two options. Now does the parable mean that God expects 
us as his good servants to go out and use his capital in foolish ways? The answer to that question is 
of course not. 
 
Clearly the parable points to the advantage of the wise use of our resources rather than the foolish 
non-use of them. Jesus of course does not proclaim this parable in order to advise Galilean inves-
tors. Remember Jesus and his first followers are poor. Nevertheless the parable isn't totally re-
moved from life's practical financial risks either.  The parable definitely favors the path of wise risk 
over the path of foolishly not using our talents. 
 
In general, societies that promote wise risk do far better than societies that seek to eliminate risk 
and avoid using its talents. North and South Korea had comparable economies after World War II. 
Since then North Korea has stifled wise risk and the wise use of its talent. Today North Korea faces 
the threat of starvation. In contrast, South Korea has promoted wise risk and has prospered much 
more than the North. Over the long run the wise use of talent trumps living with fearful inaction. 
However, that is not to say that all risks are wise. Societies prosper when wisdom and risk go to-
gether. 

 
How does Jesus' parable lead us to face the future? The way to a good future is for us to wisely use 
our talents and resources. We are not called to do stupid and reckless things. If something seems 
to you to be a foolish risk, don't do it. At the same time there is no way to avoid risk altogether. If 
you bury your money in the front yard, there is a good chance someone will steal it. Our options in 
life aren't risk versus non-risk. Our options in life are wise risks versus foolish ones. 
 
I don't know what the best financial advice for your life is. But I do know that God gave us talents 
and resources to use wisely. If our ancestors had not used their talents wisely, our society would 
have never progressed. We'd be like Cuba and North Korea still stuck in the 1950s. Of course, we 
are just as foolish to use what we have in a reckless way. The parable's guidance to us is: Use your 
talents. But use them only in a wise fashion. A money market account at times is far better than a 
high risk stock. You have to decide what is right for you. But don't bury your money in your front 
yard. 

 
Trader Scott 
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NEW FEATURE:  FELLS FAITHFUL FRIENDS 

 In an effort to help our youth and our long time members get to know each other we have started a new 
feature in which the youth  interview the long-time members. 

In our second interview Kate Gillen of our youth group has chosen to interview Dale Patterson. 

 

(Kate) How many years have you been a member of Fells Church? 

(Dale) About 33 years.  

 

(Kate) Who was responsible for your first visit to Fells Church? 

(Dale)  I wanted both of my children to go to a church in the  same community where the two of 
them attended school.  

 

(Kate) What is one of your favorite memories of Fells Church? 

(Dale)  I have happy memories of some of the older gentlemen, including the late Buck Moore.  I 
had a van and we  would go and have lunch and go fishing. They made me  feel welcome and I 
really enjoyed spending time with them.  

 

(Kate) What is your favorite hymn/song? 

(Dale)  ñHymn of Promiseò ï I just love the words and I  want it sung at my funeral.      

 

(Kate)  What is the thing that you enjoy most about attending church now? 

(Dale)  The people!   The church is the people!   

Our students at Sunday School continue to work hard and learn a lot.  I had the opportunity to visit each 
class and talk to some of the children.  They told me what was going on in their classroom. 

I also assigned parts for the Christmas Program.  I know that we are just finishing Halloween and not even 
into Thanksgiving.  But Christmas will be here before you know and everyone gets busy, so the more time to 
practice our parts the better.  If your child did not get a part, please let me know.  You can call me at 724-
379-7019 or e-mail at truozzi@yahoo.com.  Be sure to practice your child‟s part and to bring their parts to 
Sunday School.  We will try to practice a little each week.  Also, be sure to look over the calendar with the 
upcoming dates for practices. 

We will be having our Children‟s Christmas Fun Day again.  It will be in December and it will be a little differ-
ent this year.  I would like to do an evening and wear our pajamas to watch “The Polar Express.”  Look for 
information coming on that. 

Again, if you would like to help out with Sunday School in anyway, please contact Tina (724-379-7019). 

 

God Bless,  Tina 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 



WORSHIP NEWS 

 ALTAR FLOWERS:  

¶ November 2:  In celebration of Troy Stork‟s marriage. 

¶ November 9:   

¶ November 16:  In honor of Scott & Karla Berkley‟s anniversary 

¶ November 23:  In honor of Don Bortness; In honor of Chip Ferrier‟s birthday 

¶ November 30:  In honor of Caleb‟s 1st birthday 

                      

NURSERY SCHEDULE: 

¶ November 2:   Jan Byers 

¶ November 9:    Kelly Mardis 

¶ November 16:  Tina Ruozzi 

¶ November 23:  

¶ November 30: 

 

COUNTERS:                                    ACOLYTES: 

¶ November 2:  Laura Williams, Clair Trost                      David Lynn, Jacob Braun 

¶ November 9:  Melissa Rubino, Carolyn Gillen   Andrew Lynn, Bailey Fitch 

¶ November 16:  Sam Wells, Lance Sokol     Jillian Rubino, Heather Wells 

¶ November 23:  Jane Burzynski, Joe Lopez   Michelle Kardos, Hannah Braun 

¶ November 30:  Ed Mardis, Joyce Cline    Hillary Mardis, Jennifer Kardos 

 

   The Web Site sponsor for November is Clair & Donna Trost. 

 

SYMPATHY 

The Fells congregation lost one of their longtime members this past month. Wm. „Buck‟ Moore died on Octo-
ber 7 at the age of 90. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

We celebrate with Martha and John Avery on the September 30th birth of their second son, Robert Jordan 
Avery. 

 

We rejoice with Chad and Jessica Mertz on the Oct 12th Baptism of their daughter, Chessa Fay. 

 



To celebrate the fall season, the youth went “cosmic” bowl-
ing at Brunswick Lanes on October 26th.  We learned that 
some of our youth members have latent bowling skills.  
Perhaps there should be a Fells Youth League?  We also 
learned that a few youth have multiple identities.  Did you 
know that Kate also goes by Kate Jonas or that Liz goes by 
Misty May? Yeah, neither did I. 

 

The upcoming months will be packed full of activities.  
First, Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes are due Novem-
ber 16th.  Don‟t forget to participate in this great mission 
project to brighten someone‟s Christmas.  It gives you the 

excuse to not only get a new pair of shoes, but also to go shopping for princess toys! There is very 
little in life more exciting than buying princess coloring books, so make sure you pick up a brochure 
on the table in the vestibule and make your shoebox! 

 

Also, on November 22nd, our youth and their friends will be having their 
„50s themed dance in the Fellowship Hall.  Attendees will be asked to bring 
pennies to go for the Sunday school mission project (the Walk for Autism 
in June.)  More planning is still being done for this event, so additional in-
formation will be provided at a later date.   

 

We are also planning our Christmas events:  The Great Candy Extraordi-
naire, Christmas Caroling, the Christmas Banquet, and the pageant.  Stay 
tuned for more information on those events.  Also, our annual retreat to Ju-
monville will be held from January 9-11, 2009.  Mark your calendars! 

 

That wraps it up for now.  Don‟t forget about our upcoming events.  Go 
make your shoebox! Time is running out!! 

 

   

 

By:  Marissa Berkley 
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