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world or condemning the world; 

rather he is most focused on 

meeting the real needs of people 

in it.  Really, Jesus leads us to fo-

cus on and celebrate the ministries 

that we do.  He guides us to re-

joice here at Fells in the work of 

our food bank, our prayer minis-

try, our work with children, the 

many ministries of our church’s 

women, and in all the specific 

ways our church helps people in 

need. Jesus leads us to look at our 

love in action.  He leads us to plan, 

enact, and celebrate our loving 

solutions to people’s crying needs. 

Jesus leads us to focus on the 

needs of people, on God’s empow-

erment to meet those needs, and 

on our loving actions to help oth-

ers.  That’s a focus to get excited 

about.  I pray that God will guide 

you to a focus that nurtures and 

empowers your loving service to 

others. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Scott 

 

 

 

 

 

               I am interested in what Je-

sus focuses on and what He does-

n’t give his attention to.  The rea-

son I’m interested in this subject is 

because I want an empowering 

focus for my life and I want to help 

you in our church find your em-

powering focus as well. 

The good Samaritan parable is a 

wonderful guide to our focus.  In 

it, Jesus leads us to look at people 

in situations of great need—as in 

the dying robbery victim.  I am fas-

cinated that Jesus leads us to fo-

cus on the man’s actual need 

rather than on why this man is in 

such a desperate situation while 

the other people who walk the 

same road aren’t.  Jesus puts that 

interesting question aside.  Really, 

questions about why one person is 

poor or why another is laid off are 

not the type of questions Jesus 

focuses on here.  For Jesus doesn’t 

want us to be too focused on why 

some suffer and some don’t.  No, 

Jesus instead wants us to focus on 

what the hurting person is feeling 

and needing and on what we are 

going to do about it.  Jesus leads 

us to focus on helping the hurting 

person rather than on just analyz-

ing his plight from a safe distance. 

Moreover, Jesus directs us to fo-

cus more on the fact that some 

people (the priest and the Levite) 

don’t help the needy person than 

on why they don’t.  It is an inter-

esting question why so many pass 

by and ignore a needy person.  But 

Jesus helps us to keep first things 

first.  And what comes first is the 

man’s need rather than the rea-

sons or even the excuses that 

some give for not helping him.  

Jesus doesn’t want us to take our 

focus away from the man in the 

ditch to overly critique those who 

don’t help him.  It isn’t helpful to 

the man in the ditch when we who 

see his suffering focus on the 

faults of the priest and the Levite 

rather than on his pressing pain. 

And finally, Jesus spends the great-

est portion of the parable focusing 

on the details of love in action.  

Jesus invites us to focus on all the 

specific things that the Samaritan 

does for the hurting man (going to 

him, bandaging his wounds, lifting 

him up, taking him to the inn, car-

ing for him there, and looking out 

for his future).  Jesus doesn’t give 

his greatest attention to what is 

wrong with our world or on why 

people aren’t neighbors to each 

other, but rather he focuses on 

where and on how its people are 

lovingly healed.  Jesus isn’t most 

focused on overanalyzing the 
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people will be called on for ex-

tra help. It is requested that if 

anyone has any store or Trax 

coupons for apples they con-

sider giving them to the E.C. 

Take them to the office or give 

them to Jane Burzynski. 

 

SUMMER MUSIC 

Thanks to all those who shared 

their gift of music this summer 

during our worship services: 

          Jeffrey Mitchell, Jennifer 

Kardos, Michelle Kardos, David 

Lynn, Julie Gouker, Maddie 

Cook, Diana Sokol, Barb Barth-

els, Robin Roach, Bella Ruozzi.   

Also thanks to Joyce Cline and 

Barb Barthels for providing or-

gan and piano music.   

 

 We are blessed to receive 

these gifts! 

 

 

 

         YOUTH MUSICIANS  

Practice will begin for all our 

youth musicians in late Sep-

tember.  These groups are 

“Sonshine Chimers” , Teen 

Chime Choir , and Instrumental 

Ensemble.  Also, the Sunday 

school singers will practice a 

few songs.  Anyone interested 

FELLS YOUTH INFO 

     The youth of Fells UMC en-

joyed several summer activities 

this year.  Beginning in June 

they walked in the “Walk for 

Autism Speaks” at Heinz Field 

in support of our own Adam 

Gillen.  In July many of our 

youth acted as leaders for our 

VBS entitled “Shake It Up Café”  

where children learned of God‟s 

recipe for life!   Then on Sun-

day, July 31st 30 of our youth 

and families enjoyed our an-

nual canoe trip on the Yough 

River.  As always many of our 

young musicians provided our 

special music for our worship 

services this summer. 

   In upcoming events for Fall 

the leaders have been discuss-

ing several options for activi-

ties.  There have been no dates 

set at this time.  More info will 

be coming via e-mail and 

through worship bulletins.  The 

possible activities discussed 

have been;  a bonfire, another 

canoe trip for Fall, camping, 

going to Ohiopyle, bowling and 

service projects for the elderly 

and others in our church and  

community.  

If your name is not on the 

youth e-mail group, just send 

an e-mail to Karla at ksberk-

ley@comcast.net and your 

name will be added.   

Remember, Sunday school will 

begin on Rally Day, Sept. 11 at 

9:30am.  Pastor Scott will con-

tinue teaching.  Karla will be 

helping with projects such as 

painting memorial rocks and 

mission outreach projects. 

Also, the 4th Sunday of every 

month will be “Youth Sunday” 

for worship.  You will be asked 

to greet, usher, read scripture 

and share music.   So plan on 

attending worship every Sun-

day, but especially on the 4th 

Sunday!! 

                                             

 

EVENING CIRCLE 

 The Evening Circle met at 

Speers St. Grill for a dinner 

meeting on July 19, 2011.  The 

devotional study “Flourish” will 

continue at the next meeting in 

August.  Also in August plans 

will begin to be made for the 

Apple Festival and Pork dinner 

which will be held this year on 

Sat. October 15, 2011. 

     The August Evening Circle 

meeting was held at the church 

on August 16. The second 

chapter of „Flourish‟ was dis-

cussed. Plans for the upcoming 

Apple Festival were approved; 

the yearly event will be held on 

October 15. There will be sign 

up sheets for donations and 
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in these groups who have not participated in the past should contact Karla at ksberk-

ley@comcast.net.  For those who are current members, info will be sent via e-mail.       

 

WOMEN OF FAITH: 
Women of all ages coming together to learn about God, each other, and ourselves!  Using books/
workbooks and scripture, this group is a unique way to help women build their relationship with the 
Lord.  Women of Faith meets every other Wednesday at 10:30 am.  Please call the church at 724-
379-4502 or email fellschurch@comcast.net for further details. 
 

FELLS CHURCH PICNIC 
  

Thank you to everyone who helped with the picnic.  I will not list all of the people by name as they 
know who they are and so do all who came.   
 
The men in the kitchen did a great job on the hotdogs and hamburgers.  The people who came 
brought a variety of food and desserts.  We had outside games and inside games as well as two 
canopies to shield us from the sun although a thunder storm came on Saturday and we had a short 
sprinkle on Sunday.  We were still able to get out and enjoy. 
 
It has been fun organizing the picnics, but I have decided to give up the leadership so I that have 
time to do other things.  If you are interested in doing this, I will be willing to give you all my notes. 

Thanks,  Marlene 
 
 

FLORIDA GRAPE SALAD  
(This is for a large crowd and easily reduced) 

 
4 pounds green & red seedless grapes- whole (seedless) 

Cream together the following: 

8 oz. cream cheese at room temperature 

8 oz. sour cream 

1/3 cup sugar 

2 tsp. vanilla 

Fold in grapes and refrigerate; this can be done a day ahead. 

Before serving, top with a sprinkle of brown sugar and chopped pecans. 

 

From Peggy Hillebrecht (many asked for this recipe at the picnic) 
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WHAT ARE YOU ABLE TO DO TO HELP YOUR CHURCH IN ITS  MISSIONS? HERE ARE A FEW SUGGESTIONS: 

 

ADULTS 

Work as a Sunday School helper or teacher 

Work with our Youth Group 

Serve on the Funeral dinner committee 

Be a Counter for the Finance committee 

Join the UMW, Evening Circle or Good Samaritans 

Start a Men‟s Group (United Methodist Men) 

Join our Choir 

Be a Lay reader 

Be an Usher 

Help with „Yak-n-Snack” 

Join the „Women of Faith‟ group on Wednesdays 

Come to Prayer Group on Wednesday mornings 

Come to monthly Men‟s prayer breakfast 

Join the Thursday night Pastor‟s bible study 

Be a Mr./Miss „Fix-it‟ around the church, helping the Trustees. 

Landscape: „pretty up‟ the bushes and shrubs 

Willingly sign the Greeter Chart 

Work on the Election Day food sales 

Work on the Apple Festival projects 

Join the prayer chain 

Help at Food Bank 

Faithfully give monetary offerings 

Say „yes‟ when contacted by the Nomination Committee 

 

You do not have to be a member of the church to do most of these things. Some do require mem-

bership ( counter, official committee member) 

 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 

Come to Sunday school 

Join the Youth Group 

Be an Acolyte 

Play an Instrument in the Youth Ensemble 

Join the Sonshine Chimers or Teen Chime Choir 

Join our Adult Choir (age 12 and up) 

Be a Lay reader 

Be an Usher 

Serve at Church dinners 

Faithfully give monetary offerings 

 



The time for the Nomination Committee to begin its work is rapidly coming upon us. You may not 

know this, but there is very deep satisfaction in serving others, through the church and elsewhere. 

This list can lead you to decide where you would like to nourish the church as well as yourself. Live 

up to your potential in the church. 

 

 

A church is its people; you are the church. Be a willing participant in the church and watch it grow. 

God put you here for a purpose; work with the church and find out what that purpose is. We need 

all people to flourish in the church at Fells. 

 

 

My name is_______________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number____________________________________________ 

 

 

I know that I can help in this way: 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

You may put your response in the collection plate. Let it be a symbol of your offering of your time. 

 

You can also email the church and tell us where you will serve at fellschurch@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPLE FESTIVAL 

 

Plans are in full swing for our annual Apple Festival/Pork Dinner on October 15, 2011, from 1:00-

6:00pm.  We are making apple dumplings, small apple pies and apple turnovers, apple butter and 

much more. Home made applesauce will be served with the dinner of Pork, potatoes, sauerkraut, 

gravy, applesauce and more! 

 

 

 Mark your calendar for October 15, tell your neighbors and friends and make plans to attend. This 

is sponsored by Fells Evening Circle with profits going to the ongoing project of upgrading various 

areas of our church building. 

 

 

 

 

 

APPLE FESTIVAL 

 

DATE:  October 15, 2011  

 

TIME:  1pm ð6pm  



 



 


